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Abstract

This study aimed to measure changes in socioeconomic inequalities in smoking and smok-
ing cessation due to the 2006 smoking ban in Luxembourg. Data were derived from the
PSELL3/EU-SILC (Panel Socio-Economique Liewen Zu Letzebuerg/European Union—
Statistic on Income and Living Conditions) survey, which was a representative survey of the
general population aged >16 years conducted in Luxembourg in 2005, 2007, and 2008.
Smoking prevalence and smoking cessation due to the 2006 smoking ban were used as the
main smoking outcomes. Two inequality measures were calculated to assess the magni-
tude and temporal trends of socioeconomic inequalities in smoking: the prevalence ratio
and the disparity index. Smoking cessation due to the smoking ban was considered as a
positive outcome. Three multiple logistic regression models were used to assess social
inequalities in smoking cessation due to the 2006 smoking ban. Education level, income,
and employment status served as proxies for socioeconomic status. The prevalence of
smoking decreased by 22.5% between 2005 and 2008 (from 23.1% in 2005 t0 17.9% in
2008), but socioeconomic inequalities in smoking persisted. Smoking prevalence
decreased by 24.2% and 20.2% in men and women, respectively; this difference was not
statistically significant. Smoking cessation in daily smokers due to the 2006 smoking ban
was associated with education level, employment status, and income, with higher percent-
ages of quitters among those with a lower socioeconomic status. The decrease in smoking
prevalence after the 2006 law was also associated with a reduction in socioeconomic
inequalities, including differences in education level, income, and employment status.
Although the smoking ban contributed to a reduction of such inequalities, they still persist,
indicating the need for a more targeted approach of smoke-free policies directed toward
lower socioeconomic groups.
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